
Hope Unites 
Maundy Thursday  

April 4, 2021 -- 6:30 PM 

AS WE GATHER 
 The color white, used in the altar paraments, reminds us that today is a day of bright 
celebration in the midst of the tragic (yet blessed!) events of Holy Week, for we celebrate our 
Lord’s gift to us of His Body and Blood in Holy Communion. 
 We also celebrate the gift of unity that our Lord brings to His people, strengthened by His 
promises of presence and forgiveness in the Lord’s Supper, even as we are united together in 
Spirit-given faith. We proclaim this oneness of faith and purpose even as we share in Jesus’ 
very Body and Blood. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

WE SING        “The Church’s One Foundation”          LSB #644 
 
OPENING SCRIPTURE  from Jesus’ prayer for the Church              John 17:20-23 

Father . . .I’m not only praying for them (His disciples). I’m also praying for those 
who will believe in me through their message. I pray that all of these people continue 
to have unity in the way that you, Father, are in me and I am in you. I pray that they 
may be united with us so that the world will believe that you have sent me. I have 
given them the glory that you gave me. I did this so that they are united in the same 
way we are. I am in them, and you are in me. So they are completely united. In this 
way the world knows that you have sent me and that you have loved them in the same 

way you have loved me.       (GOD’S WORD) 
 

WE SING       “You Have Made Us One”         by Doris Novak 
 

EPISTLE LESSON                            1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:23-26 
Our Lord Jesus Christ gives to us His Body and Blood in a special meal that expresses unity in the Body. 

 

10:16Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the 
blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of 
Christ? 17Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 
partake of the one loaf. 

11:23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on 
the night He was betrayed, took bread, 24and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the 
same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For whenever you 
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

 
GOSPEL READING                                                           Mark 14:12-26 
Jesus gathers His disciples around Him and shares His promise of forgiveness with the receiving of 

His Body and Blood. 
 

12On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to 
sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus' disciples asked Him, "Where do you want us to go 
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and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?"                     
13So He sent two of His disciples, telling them, "Go into the city, and a man carrying 

a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 14Say to the owner of the house He enters, 
'The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 
disciples?' 15He will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make 
preparations for us there."  

16The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. 
So they prepared the Passover.  

17When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18While they were reclining at 
the table eating, He said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray Me—one who is 
eating with Me."  

19They were saddened, and one by one they said to Him, "Surely not I?"  
20"It is one of the Twelve," He replied, "one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 

21The Son of Man will go just as it is written about Him. But woe to that man who 
betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born."  

22While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave     
it to His disciples, saying, "Take it; this is my body."  

23Then He took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank 
from it.  

24"This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many," He said to 
them. 25"I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that  
day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God."  

26When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 
KIDS’ TIME                                                                  DCE Liz Peters 

 
HYMN                            “Glory Be To Jesus”                          LSB  #433 
 

A PSALM OF UNITY                                                                Psalm 133 
1See how good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters live together in 

harmony! 
2It is like fine, scented oil on the head, running down the beard – down Aaron’s 

beard – running over the collar of his robes. 
3It is like dew on Mount Hermon, dew which comes down on Zion’s mountains. That 

is where the Lord promised the blessing of eternal life.     (GOD’S WORD)
 
MEDITATION      “Like Oil, Like Dew – Hope Unites”    Pastor Aaron Asmus 

(Psalm 133; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: We have come together as people who have a common need. We are people who 

need saving. Each one of us, from the very beginning of his/her life could not 
stand before God and gain His approval. Sin keeps us from God. When we look 
closely at ourselves, our own actions and words prove to us that winning God’s 
favor by our holiness would be a fruitless task. We are sinners. But we are also 
people who share a common hope. God has shown us His gift for us – the 
perfect Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. Let us together 
confess our sins and our need for Jesus, the Lamb of God.      
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P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, 
C: We have lived as if You did not matter and as if we mattered most. We 

have not honored Your name as we should – our worship and prayers 
have often faltered. We have not let Your love have its way with us, 
and so our love for each other has failed. There are those whom we 
have hurt, and those whom we have failed to help. Our thoughts and 
desires have been soiled with sin. 

P: Dear Lord, we need for You to love us in spite of ourselves. 
C: For the sake of Jesus Christ, forgive our sins. 
P: Our God has promised, in establishing a His new covenant with us, His people, 

that He would forgive our sins and not hold them against us. In Jesus Christ – 
in His life, death, and His resurrection – Your sins have been removed from 
You. You are free to know the love of God, and now to love one another. 

C: Amen! We will share His love and forgiveness! 

 

WE CONFESS OUR FAITH – Apostles’ Creed 
 
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS FOR THE SAKE OF GOD’S KINGDOM 

  
WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
The following questions are important to consider as we prepare to receive Jesus’s Supper. 

 Do I believe that I am a sinner? Am I truly sorry for my sins? 
 Do I believe that Jesus Christ lived a perfect life for me and died on the cross to 

take away my sins? 
 Do I believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the Sacrament – that He gives 

me His true Body and Blood along with the bread and wine of Holy 
Communion? 

 Do I believe that through this gift I am given the blessings of His life and death:  
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. 

 Having been given this gift, is it my intention to serve God with all that I am and 
have – turning away from sin and following His will? 

 
 

CONCERNING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
P: Jesus ate the Passover meal with His disciples.   
C: At that meal He introduced something new. 
P: He instituted the meal of the New Testament.    
C: He gave bread and wine to His disciples. 
P: But He gave them much more. He shared with them that He was giving them      

His Body and Blood. 
C: He said that they were given for the forgiveness of sin. 
P: We believe and proclaim that with the bread and wine in Holy Communion we 

receive Jesus’ true Body and Blood. 
C: And with His Body and Blood are the real blessings of forgiveness, life 

and salvation through which my faith is fed and strengthened. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

“On The Night” 
(c1996 Mark Zehnder, used by permission, CCLI #210583) 

Verses 1 & 2 – solo 
Verse 3 – all   

 
LORD’S PRAYER       
  

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING & Pr 
 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
THE BLESSING  (Romans 15:5-7,13) 
 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity 

among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth 
you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, 
then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
 

      MEDITATION HYMN      “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 

 
We leave the sanctuary tonight remembering that it was         
on this night that our Lord began the suffering that led to           

His death on Good Friday. We also remember that He 
suffered willingly, knowing that He was carrying your             

sins and my sins upon Himself. 

 
Scripture readings marked (GOD’S WORD) come from GOD’S WORD translation of 
the Bible, a copyrighted work of God’s Word to the Nations Bible Society. All other 

Scriptures are from the NIV – New International Version of the Bible (1974). 
Quotations are used by permission. 

 
 

Please Join Us for Good Friday Worship and 
Easter Sunday Celebration Services 

 
   Good Friday - April 2 (6:30 PM worship service) 
 Easter Sunday - April 4   (6:30, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM services) 
  (12:30 PM – Word and Lord’s Supper) 
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Sunday Worship Services 
  

  8:00 am      Traditional 
                      9:30 am      Blended 
                     11:00 am    Contemporary 
                     12:30 pm    Service of Word & Sacrament 

  
 
 
 
 

Education  
  

Sunday:  9:30-10:30 am  (all ages) 
Wednesday:  6:30-8:00 pm   During the school year.  

Zingers (1st-2nd grades)—Second Wed. of each month  
Club 345 (3rd-5th grades)—Odd Wednesdays 

7th & 8th grade confirmation                                               
High School & Middle School Connect Group Activities 

Adult Bible Studies-see bulletin and newsletter for topics and schedules 
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