
Your Defender 
Second Sunday of Easter  

 April 11, 2021 – 11:00 AM 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 It’s always good to have somebody speak up for you when you’re facing a challenging situation. 
It’s especially good to have somebody speak up for you if you find yourself in a position of having 
done something wrong. It’s the ultimate blessing that the Living Lord Jesus Himself speaks to the 
Heavenly Father in our defense even when we’ve sinned! 

 
REMINDER OF OUR BAPTISM (Rom 6:3-4  &  Galatians 3:27) 
P: All of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death. 
C: We were therefore buried with Him through Baptism into death in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life. 

P: All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  
C: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

WE SING                       “The God Who Stays”           Matthew West 

 

HOLY BAPTISM 
Logyn William Bialas 

 

PLEDGE OF PARENTS & SPONSORS - SIGN OF THE CROSS    
 
WE CONFESS OUR FAITH –Apostles’ Creed  -  BAPTISM & BLESSING 

 
CONGREGATIONAL COMMITMENT TO PARENTS 

 

PRESENTATION OF THE LIGHTED CANDLE   
 

DECLARATION OF WELCOME 
 

WE SING                      “Your Love Defends Me”          Matt Maher/ Hannah Kerr 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                        Acts 4:32-35 
The early believers, united in Christ, shared their hope in Jesus through words and actions 

 

32All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his 
possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 33With great power 
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much 
grace was upon them all. 34There were no needy persons among them. For from  
time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from 
the sales 35and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he   
had need. 
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SCRIPTURE READING                                                     1 John 1:1-2:2 
Jesus is the eternal God among us. He speaks on our behalf before the Heavenly Father. 

 

1:1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have         
seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we 
proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2The life appeared; we have seen it and testify 
to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has 
appeared to us.                         

3We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have 
fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus   
Christ. 4We write this to make our joy complete.  

5This is the message we have heard from Him and declare to you: God is light;        
in Him there is no darkness at all. 6If we claim to have fellowship with Him yet walk 
in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as 

He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His 
Son, purifies us from all sin.  

8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.        
9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make Him out to 
be a liar and His word has no place in our lives.  

2:1My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody  
does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the 
Righteous One. 2He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 

 
GOSPEL READING                                                           John 20:19-31 

Jesus comes among His disciples after His resurrection announcing peace and forgiveness. 
 

19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, "Peace be with you!" 20After He said this, He showed them His hands and side. 
The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  

21Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent Me, I am sending 
you." 22And with that He breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 
you forgive anyone His sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are 
not forgiven."  

24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!"  
      But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in His hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe it."  

26A week later His disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace       
be with you!" 27Then He said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see My hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it into My side. Stop doubting and believe."  

28Thomas said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"  
29Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen Me, you have believed; blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have believed."  
30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of His disciples, which are 

not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.   
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KIDS’ TIME                                                                              DCE Liz Peters 
 

MESSAGE            “Your Defender Is In The House”     Pastor Aaron Asmus 
(Today’s Readings) 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
P: God invites us to be open and honest with Him and to confess to Him our sins. 
C: Lord God, Heavenly Father, You’ve brought us new life in our Risen 

Savior, Jesus. Yet we daily struggle with the old sinful nature that still 
fears that new life. We’ve sinned against You and against others by 
what we’ve done and by what we’ve left undone. Receive us, dear 
Father, according to Your mercy, and according to the defense that 
Jesus has spoken on our behalf. For His sake, forgive our sins and 

restore us once again by Your Holy Spirit in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.                            
(Silent time for personal reflection) 

 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 

WE SHARE OUR LORD’S SUPPER 
 

PREPARATION & JESUS’ WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

DISTRIBUTION OF OUR LORD’S SUPPER 
    SONG BY ONE IN SPIRIT      “Good Good Father”              Barrett/Brown 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

WE PRAY   
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE OFFERINGS –The regular offerings we bring in response to God’s love become an 

important touch to others as we support ministry that is carried forward  
in Jesus’ name. 

 

WE SING                            “This Is The Day”                  Bob Fitts 
 

CLOSING BLESSING 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 


