
The Glorious Hope To Come! 
Celebrating The Ascension of Our Lord 

7th Sunday of Easter - May 16, 2021 – 11:00 AM 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 One of the things we value about Scripture’s teaching is that it communicates hope that is relevant 
for the everyday lives God has given us to live on this earth. God is with us! He’s our living Savior – not 
simply a distant concept of power. 
 At the same time, Scripture speaks of hope that we cannot fully grasp from our earthly perspective. 
God promises a future that will fill us beyond what we can even comprehend. Jesus is shown in God’s 
Word to be not only “God With Us” here on earth, but also “God With Us” for eternity! By faith, we carry 
in us the certainty of our glorious inheritance in heaven! Jesus’ ascension into heaven loudly and 
clearly proclaims this certainty! 
 

 

WE SING                                   “Home”                 Chris Tomlin/ Ed Cash/ Scott Cash 
 
OUR LORD JESUS HAS ASCENDED AND REIGNS AS OUR ETERNAL KING! 

 

WE SING                          “Behold Our God”               Baird/ Baird/ Baird/Altrogge 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – NICENE CREED 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                        Ephesians 1:16-23 
Paul speaks of the hope, inheritance, and power that belongs to believers in Jesus. 

 

16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I 
keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you 
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.       (continued) 
18I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may 
know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in 
the saints, 19and His incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like 
the working of His mighty strength, 20which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him 
from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above 
all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only 

in the present age but also in the one to come. 22And God placed all things under His 
feet and appointed Him to be head over everything for the church, 23which is His 
body, the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way. 

 

SECOND READING                                                                Acts 1:1-11 
The same Lord Jesus who ascended to heaven will return with His promised inheritance for us. 

 

1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 2until the day He was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles He had chosen. 3After His suffering, He showed Himself   
to these men and gave many convincing proofs that He was alive. He appeared to 
them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one 

occasion, while He was eating with them, He gave them this command: "Do not 
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard Me 
speak about. 5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit."                                                                             (continued) 
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6So when they met together, they asked Him, "Lord, are you at this time going      
to restore the kingdom to Israel?"  

7He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set 

by His own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth." 

9After He said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him 
from their sight.  

10They were looking intently up into the sky as He was going, when suddenly two 
men dressed in white stood beside them. 11"Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you 
stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven. 

 
GOSPEL READING                                                           Luke 24:44-53 
Before ascending to heaven, Jesus taught His disciples how the Scriptures pointed to Him as the Savior. 

 

44He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything         
must be fulfilled that is written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 
Psalms."  

45Then He opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told 
them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the 
third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name            
to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am 
going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high."  

50When He had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His hands and 
blessed them. 51While He was blessing them, He left them and was taken up into 
heaven. 52Then they worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And 
they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.  

 

KIDS’ TIME                                                                            DCE Liz Peters 

 

MESSAGE “For The Church, For The Ages”    Pastor Aaron Asmus 
(Ephesians 1:16-23, Acts 1:11, & portions of 1 & 2 Peter) 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
P: Dear Lord God, forgive us for being short-sighted. We so often focus only on 

the here and now and our shallowness often leads us toward self-centered 
decisions and actions. We sin against You and our neighbor. We fail to live 
with our eyes set on Your eternal blessing. 

C: Change our hearts, dear Father, by Your gracious call to be Your 
children through the forgiveness of our sins. Empower us to 
embrace a fresh start with You. Give us a new vision of what life 
truly is. Teach us to hope, teach us to love, bless us with faith in 
You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
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WE SHARE OUR LORD’S SUPPER 
 

 

PREPARATION & JESUS’ WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

DISTRIBUTION OF OUR LORD’S SUPPER 
   SONG BY ONE IN SPIRIT     “You Never Let Go”                 Redman 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

WE OPEN OUR HEARTS TO GOD IN PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

WE SING          “Days Of Elijah”                            Robin Mark 

 
CLOSING BLESSING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


