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AS WE GATHER  
A fig tree that sprouts showy leaves but bears no fruit withers when Jesus brings 

judgment against its lack of purpose. 
Genuine faith finds its strength in the life-giving ways of the Lord rather than in 

our own self-centered (even showy) accomplishments. Genuine faith created by the 
Holy Spirit in us brings about repentance over our sin and causes our lives to bear 

fruits of service even as we trust in God to accomplish all things needed to establish 
the blessings of His Kingdom among us. 

 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 
WE SING      “Christ, The Life Of All The Living” LW #94 

“Change My Heart, O God” 
 
WE CONFESS OUR FAITH – NICENE CREED    

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again, 
according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen 

  

SCRIPTURE READING Jeremiah 8:4-7,13 & Jer. 17:5-8 
 8:4[The Lord speaks to His people through the prophet Jeremiah:] “This is what 
the Lord says: When men fall down, do they not get up? When a man turns away, 
does he not return? 5Why then have these people turned away? Why does 

Jerusalem always turn away? They cling to deceit; they refuse to return. 
 6“I have listened attentively, but they do not say what is right. No one repents         
of his wickedness, saying, ‘What have I done?’ Each pursues his own course like a 
horse charging into battle. 7Even the stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, 
and the dove, the swift and the thrush observe the time of their migration. But My 
people do not know the requirements of the Lord….”                                (continued) 
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 13“I will take away their harvest,” declares the Lord. “There will be no grapes    
on the vine. There will be no figs on the tree and their leaves will wither. What I 

have given them will be taken from them….” 
 17:5This is what the Lord says: “Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who 
depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from the Lord. 6He 
will be like a bush in the wastelands; he will not see prosperity when it comes. He 
will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one lives. 
 7“But blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in Him.        
8He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream.        
It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in       
a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” 

 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 21:18-22 
 18Early in the morning, as He [Jesus] was on His way back to the city, He was 
hungry. 19Seeing a fig tree by the road, He went up to it but found nothing on it 
except leaves. Then He said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” Immediately          
the tree withered. 
 20When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree wither     
so quickly?” they asked. 
 21Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, no only 
can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 
‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done. 22If you believe, you will receive 
whatever you ask for in prayer.” 

 
KIDS’ TIME 

  

MEDITATION               "Faith Bears Fruit"      Pastor Aaron Asmus 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS  
P: We confess our sins to our Heavenly Father. 
C: Merciful Father, I confess that I so often think only of myself as                               

I live my daily life. I’m concerned mostly about what my own 
accomplishments mean for me and resist acknowledging my sins            
to You or to others. I turn from Your ways and stubbornly refuse            
to turn back to You. Serving others is hardly my first thought. 

 Forgive my sinfulness, dear Father. For the sake of Jesus, who carried 
my sins with Him to the cross, wipe away my wrongdoing. By the 
power that only You possess, restore my life. Nourish and refresh me 
so that I may bear Your fruit in service to all. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 
GOD’S WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Galatians 5:22-25 
 22The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions 
and desires. 25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 
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OFFERING OUR LIVES IN SERVICE TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER  
 

PRAYERS 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses As we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom And the power and the glory Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
WE SING “Grace Alone” 
 
BENEDICTION 
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