
RED LETTER 
 

Forgiving 
17th Sunday After Pentecost 

September 27, 2020 – 11:00 AM 

AS WE GATHER 
Forgiveness stands at the heart and core of God’s saving reach to us human beings to restore our 

relationship with Him who is our Creator. Our messes in life are not just ignored or passed over. If that 
were the case, we’d still be in a mess. Instead our messes are graciously addressed and we are given 
the gift of healing and renewal through Jesus. 

Isn’t that what we need in our relationships with one another as well? 

 
WE CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD 

 

WE SING “Rescuer”                 Rend Collective 

  
LIVING WITH GOD’S FORGIVENESS – from Psalm 103:1-3; Colossians 3:13 
P: Praise the Lord, O my soul, praise His holy name – don’t forget His wonderful 

blessings! 
C: He is the One who forgives all our sins and brings healing for all that 

makes us ill! 
P: Let us, then, bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances we may 

have against one another. Forgive as the Lord has forgiven you! 

 
WE SING “The God Who Stays”        Matthew West 

  
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – NICENE CREED 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                       Genesis 50:15-21 
Joseph forgives His brothers – he chooses not to pay them back for the wrongs they had done to him. 

 

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if 
Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to 
him?” 16So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions 
before he died: 17‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your 
brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now 
please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their 
message came to him, Joseph wept. 

18His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your 
slaves,” they said. 

19But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being 
done, the saving of many lives. 21So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and 
your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 
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GOSPEL READING                                                    Matthew 18:21-35 
Jesus tells a parable to make clear how forgiveness is an essential part of our lives together. 

 

21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 
brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

22Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts 

with his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that 
he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 

26“The servant fell on His knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and 
I will pay back everything.’ 27The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the 
debt and let him go. 

28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed 
him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you 
owe me!’ he demanded. 

29“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I 
will pay you back.’ 

30“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until   
he could pay the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they      
were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. 

32“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, “I canceled 
all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn’t you have had mercy 

on your fellow servant just as I had on you? 34In anger his master turned him over 
to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 

35“This is how My heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 

 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO 3RD GRADERS AND PARENTS 

 

KIDS’ TIME                                                                      DCE Liz Peters 

 

MESSAGE      “Turnabout Turnabout”            Pastor Aaron Asmus 
(Today’s readings) 

  
WE CONFESS OUR SINS 
P: We confess our sins to our heavenly Father: 
C: Dear Lord God, we struggle so much with forgiveness. Our human 

nature tells us that our value depends on our accomplishment – and 
so we have a difficult time believing that You would have anything 
to do with us when we’ve messed up. Likewise, we find it so difficult 
to want anything to do with someone else who’s wronged us, and 
we resist restoring our relationship with that person. 

 But Lord, we depend on Your forgiveness for life. Forgive our 
sinfulness, dear Father. Teach us more about forgiving others. 
Through Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
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WE SHARE OUR LORD’S SUPPER 

 

 
PREPARATION & JESUS’ WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF OUR LORD’S SUPPER 

 SONG BY ONE IN SPIRIT “Reckless Love”  
                                                         Caleb Culver, Cory Asbury, Ran Jackson 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

WE PRAY  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
WE GIVE – Forgiven, we serve one another with the gifts God has given – each gift 

carrying a message of God’s forgiveness toward the world in Christ! 
 
WE SING “Remind Me Who I Am”    Jason Ingram, Jason Gray 
 
CLOSING BLESSING 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 


